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Abstract

What stimulates learning as that which sets the agenda of e-learning development at ELC
is examined in this study in terms of a “cultural agent', or "socio-effective context in the
mobilization of cognitive resources" (Colazzo 2006:78) as PolyU students work in an ELC
e-learning environment. The focus is on that reciprocal causation between technology
and pedagogical needs which renders e-learning design and development increasingly
learner- and user-driven. As learning platforms become more and more customised, user-
friendly, interactive and sophisticated, one critical criterion seems always to be
overlooked in examining IT performance in delivering such platforms is culture, or
specifically, the learning culture of students which dramatically affects the success or
failure of IT applications in learning.

This paper reviews the planning and implementing processes of e-learning initiatives at
ELC by investigating implementation outcomes in three dimensions as IT contexts of
learning: pedagogical, technical and cultural.
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