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Abstract 
 
How do students take initiative in the areas of interaction and group formation?  The 
researchers will address this issue in a study of two Japanese university level English 
classes in which the curriculum has a strong focus on learner autonomy and self-
motivated learning.  Overall, the learners come onto the course directly from high school, 
with relatively little previous exposure to student-centred learning.  Also of interest to the 
researchers is how the students as a whole define the social environment of the 
classroom, how their perceptions of this environment develop over the course of one 
semester and how these issues affect classroom behaviour and approaches to tasks.  
Ideas such as Van Lier's AAA curriculum and Bourdieu's habitus inform the study, while 
elements of discourse analysis and linguistic ethnography are incorporated. Research 
approaches include classroom observations, student surveys and reflective journals, as 
well as an experimental component involving on-task pair work.  While acknowledging our 
roles as teachers in the student-centred classroom, we have taken a step back in order to 
better understand the learning environment as researchers. 
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